Greater Ohio Association of Tax Administrators

Constitution


Article I -  Name.

The name of this organization shall be the Greater Ohio Association of Tax Administrators.

Article II -  Purpose.

The purpose of this organization shall be:

(1)   To provide an association of Tax Administrators oriented toward the cities and villages of the central Ohio area (but not limited to that area in membership).

(2)  To coordinate and promote continuity between local taxing administrators regarding the administration of municipal income tax with the objectives of uniformity and consistency wherever possible.

(3)  To provide and promote continuing education programs and various other services for the benefit of the association’s membership, with an interest in issues, procedures,  changes in tax laws, and utilization of various sources of support. 

(4)  To conduct, analyze and develop a collective position relative to proposed and/or enacted tax legislation to various collective bodies, not being limited to the Ohio Municipal League and the Ohio Legislature.

(5)  Fellowship.

Article III -  Membership.
(1)  Membership is open to any city or village in the State of Ohio levying a municipal income tax.

(2)  Although the city or village carries the membership, the Tax Administrator (or equivalent title) shall be designated as the primary member and shall have one vote in all association matters.  The Tax Administrator may delegate their vote to be exercised by their duly authorized representative in their absence.
(3)  Membership in this association shall automatically expire at the end of each year.  Continuation of membership is also dependent upon timely payment of association annual dues.

(4)  Guests of primary members shall be entitled to attend meetings, social events and other activities of the association, and subject to prior approval of the executive committee.

(5)  Past or retired tax administrators shall be entitled to join the association complimentary as a Colleague member.  This is a non-voting membership.  
(6)  Other classes of membership may be established at a later date by constitutional amendment.

Article IV -  Finances.
The activities of this association shall be financed by the collection of annual dues of $25.00 per city or village.  Dues are payable in advance and cover the calendar year.  

The amount of annual dues payable by the city or village will be determined by a majority vote of the membership.  The dues will remain that amount until changed by subsequent vote.
Article V -  Officers and Executive Committee.
The officers shall provide leadership, guidance and general direction for the association.  The officers shall strive to set and accomplish the goals and objectives for the association and its committees.

The officers of the association shall consist of president, vice-president, secretary and treasurer and shall serve for a two-year term.  Whereas, the vice-president shall serve as the president upon completion of the two-year term as vice-president. 

There shall be an executive committee consisting of the elected officers of president, vice-president, secretary and treasurer and the immediate past president.

It shall be the duty of the executive committee to transact the business of the association including the arrangement of meetings and to review all matters referred to it by the association.

In the event of a vacancy in the office of President, the vice-president shall become president.  Any other vacancy shall be filled by the majority vote of the members present at any meeting to serve the remainder of the unexpired term.

Article VI -  Elections.
Officers shall be elected by majority vote at the last meeting held in the fourth quarter and shall serve for the next two years.

Prior to the fourth quarter meeting, the executive committee shall appoint a nominating committee of three who shall present to the members a slate of candidates who have agreed to serve if elected.  Additional nominations may be made from the floor.

Where only one name has been placed in nomination, the election of such officer shall be by the voice vote.  The person receiving the plurality of votes for the office for which they are nominated shall be declared elected and eligible to serve.

Article  VII -  Duties of Officers.
To provide leadership to the members of the association in the achievements of its purpose as provided in Article II hereof.

Duties of all officers shall correspond to those that are customarily associated with such offices, including but not limited to the following:

President: Chief executive officer of the association and authorized to speak for the association; shall preside as chairperson at all meetings of the association; shall appoint all committees and be an ex-officio member thereof; and shall be responsible for the propagation and advancement of the association.

Vice-President:  Assumes the duties of the President in absence of the president.

Secretary:  Shall provide the permanent address of the association and shall maintain an up-to-date role of the membership; shall maintain a library and file on all forms used by the membership in the administration of their various offices; shall attend to the correspondence of the association as may be required by the executive committee and shall report at meetings to the association as to all correspondence received; and shall record the minutes of all meetings and activities of the association.

Treasurer:  Shall receive and safely keep all funds of the association and disburse the same upon receipt of proper vouchers subject to the approval of the executive committee; and shall regularly report to the president on the financial condition of the association and the adequacy of the accounting records. 

Past President: Serves as the 5th member of the executive committee.  

Article VIII -  Meetings.
The annual meeting of this association shall take place the second Thursday of December of each year at a time and place designated by the executive committee or alternatively set forth by the association as needed.

The elected officers of the association shall hold regular meetings of this association the second Thursday of the last month of each quarter of each year or as set forth by the officers.

Special meetings of this association may be called by the President, the executive committee, or by not less than 25% of the primary members upon 30 days written notice distributed to the membership of the association stating the purpose of such meeting and no other subject shall be considered.

Ten members of the association present at each meeting shall constitute a quorum.

Notice of all regular meetings shall be distributed to the membership at least two weeks in advance.  The failure of a member to receive notice as required by this constitution, or the failure to give such notice shall not affect the validity of any action taken at a meeting of the membership or executive committee.

At the annual meeting all officers and committees shall report to the membership as to the activities and functions for which they are held responsible.

Article IX -  Voting.
Except when otherwise provided, all voting in meetings of this association shall be via voice unless a roll call is demanded by three or more primary members.  A majority of the votes cast shall be necessary for a decision.

Only primary members are privileged to cast a vote, however a primary member’s duly authorized representative may vote in their absence.
The executive committee may move that a constitutional vote be required on any decision.  In such case, each primary member will be distributed a ballot by which their vote can be cast to the secretary of the association or presented in person at the meeting of the association.  Such written ballots must be distributed at least 15 days prior to the meeting of the membership where the ballots will be counted.  The secretary must receive ballots no later than the day prior to the vote in order to be counted.  Ballots received late shall be null and void but shall not hinder the same primary member from casting a valid ballot in person at the meeting.

Article X -  Committees.
The president shall appoint such committees as may be deemed necessary for the proper purpose of the association in accordance with provisions in Article II hereof.

The president shall be ex-officio member of all committees.

No committee shall create any financial liability for the association unless authorized by the executive committee and a specific appropriation has been made for such expenditure.

The Executive Committee shall determine the program content of the meetings.

Article XI -  Amendments.

This constitution may be amended by constitutional vote in accordance with the provisions of Article IX hereof, provided copies of any such proposed amendment(s) have been distributed.

Effective date of a constitutional amendment(s), unless stated otherwise, shall be effective immediately upon its adoption.

Article XII -  Limitations.
This association shall be non-political, non-partisan and non-sectarian.

Article XIII -  Disbursements.
No disbursements of funds shall be made unless the same shall have been approved and ordered by the executive committee.

Article XIV -  Parliamentary Rule.
In the interest of efficiency, the proceeding of the association meetings shall not be governed strictly by parliamentary rules.  The rules of courtesy and polite conduct will be sufficient, with the president being responsible for proper order at all times.

Article XV -  Ratification.
This constitution shall become effective upon ratification by the majority of the primary members.

XVI – Records.

The association shall maintain accurate books and records of the financial status and shall keep minutes of all proceedings involving members and officers.  All books, records and minutes must be kept in written form, except those books and records that can be kept in a form convertible into written form.

XVII – Effective Date.

This constitution shall be effective immediately upon approval by the members in accordance with Article IX hereof.

Approved by this membership this ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________ day of _________ 2006.

X ________________________

    President

X ________________________

    Witness: Secretary

SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS
12-7-2006
Constitution adopted. 
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